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Since the second quarter of 2004 one can have free access to 108 new studies added to

the Russian Sociological Data Archive (RSDA) information system. To make things

easier for the users the studies were divided into two groups - monitoring and subject

survey. The full list of surveys  is available at http://sofist.socpol.ru/per_isl.asp?en=0

In April 2004  the Russian Sociological Data Archive started regular seminars “Materials

of the RSDA in Teaching and Research” which form part of the training program car-

ried out by the Social Science Teaching Centre of Institute of Sociology, Russian

Academy of Science. For more details please see http://www.sociology.ru/

In spring 2004 the Russian Sociological Data Archive together with Department of

Economics of Moscow State University launched a common project of using RSDA

materials for teaching social science. A series of seminars, presentations and meetings

have already taken place within the framework of the project. The work will be 

continued, outcome teaching material is to be prepared by the coming scholar year. 

International Association for Social Science Information Service and Technology had

its annual congress in Madison, WI, on May 26-31, 2004. Two representatives of the

RSDA, Dr. L.Khakhulina and Dr. L.Kosova took part in the discussion over the 

problem of integrating new archives into the exisiting network of archives. For more

information concerning the program of the Congress please refer to

http://www.dpls.dacc.wisc.edu/iassist2004/index.html 

Caucasian Research Resource Centre invited the Russian Sociological Data Archive to

hold a workshop “Optimal Systems and Standards of Sociological Data Archiving”

that took place in Tbilisi on July 5-6, 2004. CRRC is a network of research centres of

Tbilisi, Baku, and Yerevan that exists under patronage of Eurasia Foundation and

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. CRRC main target is to facilitate

further development of social science and social policy. More details at

http://socpol.ru/grantprog/conference.shtml 

Inter-regional Conference “Social Policy in a Region: Problems and Prospects” took

place in October 2004 in Saratov. The RSDA presented a round-table “Russian

Sociological Data Archive: Principles of Work and Prospects for Effective Social Policy

Formation”. For more details please see 

http://socpol.ru/grantprog/conference.shtml 
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ndependent Institute for Social Policy launched a grant competition “Social

Policy:  Secondary Socio-Economic Analysis” on the basis of the material avail-

able at Russian Sociological Data Archive (RSDA). The competition aims at

supporting research in the field of social policy, carried out on the basis of the soci-

ological data secondary analysis.

There were 37 applications for the competition, both personal and collective,

all applicants had proved their skills in the field of statistical analysis of sociological

data. The winners were A.I. Lukianova (Ulianovsk) “Determinants of Time  Budget

Apportionment by the Rural Population of Russia: Economic Analysis”; I.P.Popova,

N.N.Sedova (Moscow) “The Role of Additional Employment in Successful

Adapation Strategies of the Russian Population”; G.P.Bessokirnaya, A.L.Temnitsky

(Balashikha, Moscow region) “Workers’ Social Resource and Their Attitude to

Labour”; E.Y.Varshavskaya, I.V.Donova  (Kemerovo)“Informal Full-time and Part-

time Employment: its Scale, Employees, Special Characteristics”; T.Y.Stuken,

T.A.Babenko (Omsk) “Human Capital as a Factor of Wage Differentiation:

Subjective and Objective Aspects”. To get acquainted with the mentioned

researches carried out in the course of the grant program, please refer to

http://socpol.ru/grantprog/compet2.shtml.

The applications were examined by the leading experts of the Institute.

According to the expertise all the grant-winners successfully accomplished their

work that complied with the main demand of the competition: every research

should be based on the material taken from the Russian Sociological Data Archive.

All the applicants proved to be skilled in the secondary sociological analysis, and

presented interesting articles. The applicants made about twenty requests for dif-

ferent materials stored in the RSDA.

The competition proved to be an effective way to attract specialists to the

method of secondary sociological analysis and to show the vast potential of the

RSDA that stores unique materials – the results of comprehensive surveys made

by leading sociological institutions of Russia. The access to the RSDA data is gratis.

For further information please see http://sofist.socpol.ru/main.asp?en=0 

E.Y.Shatalova

The Grant Program Director

Grant Competition ResultsNews
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What Russian Families Possess

SS
ince 1996 the respondents taking part in the

survey “Monitoring of Social and Economic

Change” are offered the following question:

“Which items of the following list do you have at

home?” The list includes color TV, camera, mixer,

electric drill, freezing camera, microwave, video,

video camera, vacuum-cleaner, personal computer,

car, CD player. The diagrams 1-3 show the change in

the amount of the proprietors for some of the above-

mentioned items. The biggest amount is that of the

color TV owners: at the moment 90% of the Russian

families have it at their disposal. The percentage of

the proprietors decreased a little after the crisis of

1998 but again reached its pre-crisis level by 2002. It

can be stated therefore that practically every Russian

family has now technical capacity to be connected to

the TV broadcasting system.

The amount of the video owners, who are relatively independ-

ent from the TV programs, is considerably smaller — about

35% of the Russian families.  However, the amount increased

1.5 times since 1996. The August crisis of 1998 also cut the

amount of video owners, but after the crisis it reached its for-

mer lever even faster than in case of color TV owners. 

The situation changed greatly in the field of stereos –

old-fashioned types are being quickly replaced with the new

ones. Stereo tends to disappear: the percentage of its owners

decreased twice as compared to 1996. New technical

devices are becoming more and more popular – CD players,

for example; their amount grew twice. Also the amount of

home PC’s increased sharply. Although the general amount

of PC owners is still not so great – about 10%, their percent-

age grew twice since 1996. 

At the same time if one examines the distribution of the proprietors

according to the settlement type, it becomes obvious that every third of

the Muscovites owns a PC. Muscovites are better provided with all home

appliances but the difference in PC is the greatest (see diagr. 4-6).

The percentage of car owners remains practically the same – it is still

about 20%. It is curious, however, that there is no great difference in car

owning among urban and rural area. The only exception is Moscow: the

percentage of owners here is much higher and grew extensively in 2003.

The percentage of those who don’t have any of the mentioned items

varies between 6% in 1996 and 9% in 2003. But these figures cannot be

compared directly because of the changes the list passed trough in

2002.

Colour TV
Camera
Video

Stereo
CD player
Personal computer

Electric drill
Car
Microwave

diagr. 3

diagr. 2

diagr. 1
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Muscovites are better provided with all types of home appliances, however the dif-

ference in PC owning is the greatest. According to the data of January 2003, about

30% families in Moscow had a PC, in the urban area it is 9%, in the rural area – 4%.

The percentage of car owners remains practically the
same. It is still about 20%. It is curious, however, that
there is no great difference between urban and rural area.
The only exception is Moscow.

The situation changed greatly in the field of
stereos – old-fashioned types are quickly
replaced with the new ones. Stereo tends to dis-
appear: the percentage of its owners decreased
twice as compared to 1996. New technical
devices become more popular – CD players, for
example
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n the Spring of 2002 Russian Sociological Data Archive started to widely distribute

deposited research, and now some conclusions can already be drawn. Here we

adduce statistics for some mostly requested materials. The top of the list is the

“Monitoring of Social and Economic Change”. This periodic survey allows to follow the

change of social sentiment and assessment of the main aspects of life in Russia. The

survey is conducted every two months on a representative all-Russian sample. The

number of respondents is 2100 (over16 years old), plus 300 respondents of Moscow

sample. The survey was designed by a team guided by the member of Russian

Academy of Science Prof. T.I.Zaslavskaya.

The second line in the list of the most wanted materials is occupied

by the research “Economic and Social Strategies of the

Middle Class”. The research has been recently

deposited in the RSDA, and has already

provoked a great interest. The survey

was conducted on two samples:

the basic one, representative

for Russia as a whole, and a

sample of settlements

that guarantees better

representativeness  for

the Russian regional

centres. 5 000 house-

holds of 12 Russian

regions were ques-

tioned in the survey led

by the Carnegie

Moscow Centre. The proj-

ect head is T.M.Maleva. The

main target of the survey is to

determine and describe middle

class in Russia nowadays. A monor-

gaphic research was published on the basis

of the survey.

The third place belongs to ISSP (International Social

Survey Programme) modules. This international program was started in

1985. Every year the survey is carried out using unified methodology and common

tools accepted by all the participants of the project that now involves over 30 countries.

Russia joined it in 1991. The subjects of the survey are indicated at the working meet-

ings of the participants, every module repeats in 5-6 years. For more details concern-

ing the modules and the countries taking part in the project please see

http://sofist.socopol.ru/issp.asp?en=0.

The fourth position of the “chart” is taken up by the monitoring program “Dynamics

of  People’s Mentality in Russia in the Period of Transformation”. This monitoring was

carried out by Institute of Complex Social Research of the Russian Academy of Science

(ICSR RAS). The survey is conducted on the representative sample in  the 22 subjects

of the Russian Federation, the amount of the respondents is 1800 - 2200. The survey

allows to analyse pshychological state of the population, the current situation in the

country, and to assess prospects for the socio-economic development of Russia.

The fifth line of the list is occupied by the survey “Woman of  New Russia” of ICSR

RAS that puts in the limelight the following issues: women’s rights in Russia, discrimi-

nation, Russian organizations for defense of rights and their work. The survey also con-

siders the problem of women’s involvement in politics and social life, Russian women’s

everyday life, their targets, values, cautions, etc.

The sixth line is “Consumer Sentiment Index” (CSI) — a new

economic index, specially designed for Russia on the basis of

American equivalent. CSI is designed by a special

method and is based on public opinion surveys

conducted every two months on a special-

ly designed three-stage stratified

sample. Respondents over 16

years old are questioned.

The seventh position of

the “chart” is held by elec-

toral research. It is a vast

block of  pre-electoral sur-

veys preceding the elec-

tions of 1995-1996 and

1999-2000. All the surveys

were based on  representa-

tive Russian samples, the

amount of the respondents

over 1500 people in every sur-

vey. The data allows to assess

changes in the electoral intentions and

political preferences, role and influence of

mass media, involvement of the population in

politics. 

The survey “Contemporary Russian Society,

Period of Transition” occupies the eighth position. It was made by Institute

of Sociology, Russian Academy of Science (IS RAS) in 1998 and is based on territorial

random sample of 26 regions of Russia, 2000 respondents were questioned. The sur-

vey shows the opinion of Russians about the decade of reforms, what they consider

positive and negative, and what they think to be characteristic features of the new peri-

od. Respondents answered what forms national pride and what future expects Russia

in the XXI century. 

For more details concerning surveys and questionnaires please see

http://sofist.socopol.ru/per_isl.asp?en=0.
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