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THIRD METHODOLOGICAL SEMINAR
On June 2329, 2008 the Russian Archive of Sociological Data held
the third methodology seminar «Statistics without tears: regression model
ing with the NESSTAR». The seminar took place in the Snegiri village, not

far from Moscow. Eighteen participants from various regions of Russia at
tended the seminar. We publish a few comments of the participants and
offer a photo gallery.

My comment on the seminar is highly positive! Your work is nec
essary: the efforts made by the staff of the Russian Archive bring
along improvement of quality in sociological research. That is why non
only postgraduates and PhD students, who teach at universities, but
also practical researchers like me, should attend the seminar. The in
formation I got at the school and our further cooperation will help me
to perform analysis of the empirical data in a faster and more qualita
tive way. Thank you all! Good luck!

I am happy to have taken part in the work of the Summer
school. Excellent organization, interesting material, wonderful teach
ers, and productive intercourse with the colleagues — all this makes
the days spent at the school highly effective. I will especially re
member the classes with the «living classic» Yu.N. Tolstova. Tanks to
all the organizers, teachers and participants!

The seminar was held on a high theoretical, methodological and
organizational level. We received very important information for a so
ciologist on the Russian Archive of Sociological Data and the main
principles of work with this instrument. The lectures given within the
frame of the seminar and devoted to the major trends of work of
the Independent Institute of Social Policy, methods of statistical anal
ysis of the data and possibilities of the NESSTAR program were
informatory, intensive and useful. What I found especially effective
was the offered opportunity to work with the NESSTAR packet and
to carry out my own research on the basis of the Joint Archive. The
knowledge and experience I got at the seminar and also discovering
of the new opportunities for the secondary data analysis online are
an invaluable contribution both to the work of a sociology teacher
and the research work, connected with the study of the present day
social processes.
It is also necessary to point out the friendly atmosphere and the
comfort created for the participants of the seminar; the attention and
assistance we received from coordinator of the program Anton
Mitiushin and surprising charm and candor of the director of the NISP
archive program Kosova Larisa Borisovna. I would like to express my
gratitude to all the organizers of the seminar.

Govorukhina Maria Yurievna
assistant lecturer, the Chair of social and political sciences
of the Ural State University

Kolesnikova Yelena Yurievna
senior teacher of the Chair of applied sociology of the
South Federal University

Abramova Maria Akexandrovna
Institute of Philosophy and Law of the Siberian brunch of
the Russian Academy of Science
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CIVIL SOCIETY: TO BE OR NOT TO BE?
The question of the existence of the civil society in
Russia is increasingly discussed in the research circles
and massmedia. This interest is understandable: the
civil society is an antidote and a counterbalance to the
authoritarian approaches to the solution of the social
problems. Before starting the discussion, let us re
member the definition of the civil society, which is es
pecially important in the Russian context. The civil so
ciety is a developed system of formal institutes, which
prevent the power from domineering over the society,
and which hinders the unrestrained expansion of the
power to the spheres of social life, which require other
means of regulation.
If we accept this definition, then the question «Is
there civil society in Russia?» will most likely be an
swered in the negative. There are no formal universal
tools, which could prevent an official from realizing any
decision he likes. Except one tool, this is his superior.
In other words, all the means of limiting the expansion
of the power lie within the power itself. No doubt,
there are effectively working nongovernmental organi
zations, for example, committees of soldiers’ mothers,
ecological organizations, or societies of consumer pro
tection. But do the soldiers’ mothers exert at least any
influence on the processes of the reforming the army
and its transformation into a contract army? And can
the ecologists have any influence on the laws on eco
system exploitation?
Civil society is often viewed upon as a complex of
«nongovernmental» initiatives and actions, as a pecu
liar tank of boiling civil energy. With such an approach,

we can accept as the elements of civil behavior volun
tary subbotnics for cleaning and development of the
house yards, and meetings against infill construction,
and protests of deceived investors which all usually
end with an adoption of an address to the president or
the mayor with a request to look into the situation. Of
course we can count how many events like those took
place last year and this year, and even work out the
coefficient, let’s say, of the «growth of the civil con
sciousness». Then the substance of the question stays
out of the focus: to what degree these «lowlevel» ini
tiatives can form the basis for the birth of special
forms of organization of the social life, that is, insti
tutes of the civil society? To what degree is the emer
gence of such a complicated system of regulations
possible in the present day Russian reality, where the
main principle of organization of the social interaction
is not cooperation and search of a compromise, but
power pressure?
Picture 1 reflects the respondents’ answers to the
question «Indicate, which of the two: the State or civic
organizations can more effectively solve the problems
in the spheres, listed below1. According to the opinion
of the average Russian citizen, the only sphere of ac
tivity, where the nongovernmental organizations can
effectively compete with the state, is aid to destitute
people. In all the others spheres of social life the pri
ority of the state is indisputable. According to the re
spondents, it is the state that can most effectively pro
tect the rights and interests of its citizens. This opinion
is shared by 88% of the respondents (the opposite

Pic1. Indicate, which of the two:
the State or civic organizations can more effectively solve the problems in the spheres, listed below?
civic organizations

the State
Support of orphans
Financing of expensive
medical treatment

Help
to refugees
Aid to
destitute people

1

Financin
of schools

Support of
cultural bodies

Human
rights defense
Ecological
problems

Support of
scientific research

Treatment of AID,
drug addiction etc.

In this material we use the data of the survey «Charity in Russia» The survey was carried out on September 1519, 2006
by NGO «Levadacenter» on the order from the nongovernmental partnership of grant donors «The Forum of Donors». The
number of those surveyed comprised 1601 respondents. The data are deposited in the Russian Archive of Sociological Data
and are available for the research and teaching activities on the free basis.
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point of view is supported by 8% of the respondents
and 4% could not choose what to say). In other
words, it is not «I» together with «others like me» cre
ate the basis for the interaction, which would ensure
my interests, but it is the state that creates (should
create!) the comfortable atmosphere for my existence.
We will add up another figure to the abovementioned.
According to the data of many other various mass
surveys, not more than 4% of the Russian citizens
take part in nonformal and nonmediated by the
state activities.
Mass consciousness is not reflexive and is repro
duced by everyday practices. The life of a simple
Russian citizen is arranged in such a way, that there
is no space for selfactivity and not dependent on
the state existence. All the elements of the everyday

life are fixed on the power, state support and social
security: labor market, the health protection system,
education and housing and utilities complex. The
state is all we have. The problem of building a civil
society in Russia does not imply that «our mean au
thorities again freeze and falsify something», but
shows that in the structure of the mass conscien
tiousness at present there is no demand for the
complex forms of social organization, which are insti
tutes of the civil society. And the everyday life in
Russia does not conduce to the emergence of such
a demand. The average Russian citizen does not
need universal tools, which allow «to show the power
its place», and can provide and opportunity for an
autonomous existence. He needs a loving and tute
lary power which will look into everything and provide
everything.

Pic. 2 Some people think, that charity organizations, that pursue their activities thanks to the financial support
of foreign governmental organizations and foundations, are engaged in collecting information on Russia,
and are created as coverage for espionage activities.
To what extent do you agree or disagree with this point of view?
rather agree
completely disagree

fully agree
rather disagree
can't choose

Pic. 3. What is your attitude to the foreign charity assistance,
if it is provided to the organizations mentioned below:
approve

Russian
ecological
organizations

indifferent

Russian
human rights
organizations

do not approve

Russian
organizations
which help
destitute people
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First I would like to express my gratitude to the organizers of the
Summer school for the atmosphere of candor, knowledge, mutual in
terest and creativity, which prevailed through all the period of work.
All my expectations connected with the participation in the work of the
2008 Summer school were justified. As for myself, the work in the
NISP Summer school has widened the horizons of usage of statistical
methods in sociological data processing; helped to objectively evaluate
my personal research potential and define the perspective trends for
the scientific exploration; to expand the geography of my professional
communications and to acquire new associates in the scientific com
munity. I would like to address my colleagues: dear friends, come to
the NISP Summer school and you will not regret!
Kulkova Varvara Yurievna
assistant professor of the Chair of history and sociology,
KazGMU
I would like to point out professionalism of the Summer school
teachers: over a relatively small period of time they managed to give
us necessary theoretical information in a comprehensible manner and
to teach us how to use it in practice. I have come to know a lot of
interesting things: I have learned the history and activities of the
Russian Archive of Sociological Data, have freshened up and replen
ished my knowledge in the sphere of methodology and methods pf
data processing, and have learned how to work with the NESSTAR
packet.
What will also stay in my memory is the favorable atmosphere in
the Summer school: good organization of the project, attentive attitude

of the teachers, fruitful interaction within the group and many more
things, including the beautiful location of the Summer school. This all
contributed to the good results of our independent work.
The skills I got are useful for all the aspects of my activity: for
the preparation of my dissertation, writing articles, teaching, supervis
ing my students’ course papers and other forms of their scientific and
research activities.
A lot of thanks to all the organizers and workers of this project,
and also to all the participants as we managed to exchange useful in
formation and we got new stimulus for further effective results in our
work.
Strokova Yelizaveta Yevgenievna
Senior teacher of the Chair of sociology, politology and
management, KSTU named after A.N. Tupolev, Kazan
My personal experience shows that one comes to understand the
importance of the School with time. Very valuable information! It helps
both in research work and in teaching. I would like to express the
gratitude of my colleagues and students whom I told about the Ar
chive and who have already managed to use the Archive’s collection.
The other participants and I have continued to be in touch. I
would like to thank the organizers of the School and all the workers
of the Russian Archive and wish them patience and energy in their
work connected with its replenishment and popularization.
Pharkhutdinov Shamil Faritovich
assistant professor of the Chair of sociology TyumGNGU

